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NEWS RELEASE
GRAND OPENING OF UD'S RUBICON HOUSE LATEST STEP IN
NEIGHBORHOOD-BUILDING INITIATIVES ON BROWN STREET

DAYTON, Ohio- University of Dayton's Institute for Neighborhood and Community
Leadership (INCLUD) celebrated the progress of its Rubicon Park community-building
initiatives with the grand opening of Rubicon House from 1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, April 30.
The community celebration included tours and exhibits, along with comments by Brother
Raymond L. Fitz, S.M. president of UD; Katherine Hollingsworth, president and CEO at
National City Bank, southwest region; and Valerie Lemmie, Dayton city manager.
The house will provide a common meeting place for residents and business owners in the
communities surrounding the UD campus, including Fairgrounds Neighborhood Association, the
Brown-Warren Business Association and the Historic South Park Neighborhood Association.
The University purchased the house, 1056 Brown St., in 1998 and made extensive
improvements to create a community development center, offering meeting and office space and
experiential learning opportunities for UD students and faculty. National City Bank is backing
the project with a $250,000 grant over the next five years.
The house is a result of the March 1999 Rubicon Park District master plan, an effort to
revitalize the once-strong residential and business district, said INCLUD director Dick
Ferguson. The Rubicon Park District is bordered by state Route 35 to the north, Oakwood to the
south, the Great Miami River to the west and UD and Woodland Cemetery to the east.
Rubicon House also will serve as a classroom in the real world fo~ neighborhood-based
service-learning initiatives. Last semester, 22 UD faculty and about 260 students got involved
in Rubicon Park District projects.
"Our Rubicon Park effort, and specifically Rubicon House as our broker institution, is a
significant community-learning initiative on the borders of the cainpus, at the intersection of the
University and its neighborhood," Ferguson said.
Ferguson said the long-term goals of the area are to attract more single-family
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homeowners and new retail businesses, increase "walk-around" shopping in a vibrant business
district, develop a pedestrian-friendly environment on Brown Street, have a strong
neighborhood school, create an active neighborhood watch program and elimihate neighborhood
crime.
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As part of that initiative, local developer Jeff Samuelson is bringing four new eateries
and other shops to the intersection of Brown and Jasper streets. New investment in the BrownWarren Business District is one of the primary goals of the· Rubicon Park District Master Plan.
Samuelson's 8,400-square fo6t University Shoppes development is a major step in attracting
new businesses.
"This project is the start of something vital to the area - a return to Brown Street as a
thriving marketplace," Samuelson said. "We think it will spur others to get interested in
investing in the area."
Among other changes in the works for Rubicon Park is a plan to refurbish the
Fairgrounds Neighborhood, Ferguson said. Renovated and new homes, a neighborhood park
and street improvements are planned in the neighborhood between Miami Valley Hospital and
UD. Students from UD's Leadership in Building Communities class have worked with the
residents and other stakeholders to help determine a vision for the neighborhood.
Plans also call for INCLUD to continue to work for the vision of partner school
Patterson-Kennedy Elementary. INCLUD has received $90,000 in grant money from the
University of Pennsylvania's West Philadelphia Improvement Corporation program to develop
a University-assisted community school combining the resources of the University, community
and school system.
Rubicon Park projects include the recently completed directional signs throughout the
Rubicon Park area. A bike and j0gging path along Stewart Street will be a new addition in the
summer. Ferguson also hopes to promote a tourism initiative to incorporate the major
attractions in the area.
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